
Abstract:  Ever since the early stages of human civilization the addition of color was 
involved in defining status and embellishment. The first dyes after charcoal, were 
isolated from natural sources, such as vegetables, fruit, shells and animals. The 
development of both inorganic and organic chemistry has exponentially increased 
the variation of both natural and artificial dyes. A survey of the history of dyes 
through the centuries starting from several millennia BC up to today will be 
presented in a date sequence and will be correlated to the various dynasties and 
cultures. A series of related books and sources will also be available.
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